
    

THE STORY OF OUR BIRTH: 
In 2002, an article on water in a small CND publication, 
called “Dialogue”, sparked a discussion among a small 
group of widows and single mothers in Tobin, 
Cameroon. The women’s discussion recounting the 
difficulties of living and raising children without access 
to clean water was printed in response to the article on 
water. While water was available in the village many 
people could not afford the cost of the connection. 
(These costs included an application fee, the cost of the 
pipes from the main line to the house plus the labor and 
materials to construct the standpipe that supplied the 
water. Consequently, many families continued to rely on 
the stream for their daily supply of water.) The women’s 
stories stimulated the interest of a small group of readers 
in Ottawa, Canada. The plight of the women in Tobin, a 
section of Kumbo, energized the readers led by Norma 
McCoy to try to help. Their self-appointed task was to 
find ways to finance the cost of helping families obtain a 
connection with the existing water system. This initial 
response enabled seventeen families to have a standpipe 
bringing clean water into their compound. 
 

   

Initially we were merely funding small projects with little 
or no control over the construction and where the money 
was spent. In 2013, thanks to our associates on site in 
Kumbo, Cathy Molloy and Edwin Visi who drive these 
initiatives, we are now training villagers, setting up water 
management committees, supporting and supervising 
the organization of the construction, requesting action 
plans including some funding from the villagers in taking 
greater responsibility and ownership of their projects.   

CATHY MOLLOY WRITES 
FROM KUMBO,  
NOVEMBER 2012 
“Each time I am thanked for helping to bring clean water 
to a village whether it is when I visit a village or when 
villagers come to Kumbo, I assure them that I will 
extend their thanks to the OK committee and the many 
people who make the financial assistance possible. I only 
wish that I could share, in some small way, the many 
expressions of gratitude that I receive in your name—
potatoes, beans, plantain, cabbages, sugar cane, fruit—
whatever is in season and, yes, fowl delivered safely in 
their carrying basket. Money for water projects may be 
limited but what the villagers do have, their produce, the 
fruit of their labors, is shared generously. Thank you for 
supporting OK CLEAN WATER—BERI WO!” 

 

 

VILLAGE UPDATES 
At a summer 2012 meeting held in Tobin, Cameroon 
between Cathy Molloy and our engineer Edwin Visi, 
updates on 6 villages, Mbabu, Sabongari, Tashibi,  
Kurt, Tanyar and Ta’bah, were presented. Some updates 
included an extension of a pipeline (Mbamu), and 
catchment and stand pipes (Tashibi). Some of the next 
steps included Edwin’s supervision of work involved in 
building a small tank to take water from the Sakir 
network (Kurt); the search for a contact person 
(Tanyar); two stand pipes for the Fulani, and three 
permanent and two temporary ones for other quarters  
of the village, as well as a the need for a Water 
Management Committee (Ta’bah). 

As was mentioned in earlier newsletters, OK’s priority 
goal is to concentrate on education for sustainability of a 
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CELEBRATING 10 years  
of “Laying a Lifeline”! 

Cathy Molloy and Norma 
McCoy—Founders 

Sr. Cathy Molloy and  
the first stand pipe. 



 

      
 
  

project. These efforts can go a long way to increasing the 
long term effects of our work. Our engineer, Edwin Visi, 
dedicates much time and effort in preparing teaching 
charts for his teaching seminars. These seminars occur in 
the villages once projects have been approved. Edwin’s 
word is “much respected and the charts have been an 
important component in strengthening sustainability of 
the OK Clean Water Project.” (C. Molloy). We hope to 
provide charts for every village sponsored by OK to be 
kept as reference after projects are completed. Every 
village involved is encouraged/expected to have a clear 
action plan with a commitment to fund maintenance and 
caretaker’s fees. Edwin’s teachings emphasize  
such plans. 

ENGINEERS WITHOUT BORDERS 
CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND: ANNUAL 
REPORT 2012 

This report identifies OK Clean Water Project “as one of 
the best organized non-governmental organizations 
working in the region, as they actively engage the 
communities in their projects and provide continuing 
support to the villages to help them maintain their water 
systems.” This lengthy report provides us with several 
recommendations which help us set new goals for the 
future. Our journey remains slow but steady considering 
our limited resources, budget and experience both in 
Ottawa and in Kumbo. We are very proud of where we 
have come from, where we are, and where we want to go. 
We are forever thankful to our faithful donors, our 
supporters, sponsors, and committee members in Ottawa 
and Kumbo who are instrumental in helping to continue 
the legacy of our founding members, Norma McCoy and 
Cathy Molloy. BERI WO! 

 
NEWS FROM OTTAWA 
Since our last newsletter, we enjoyed a fun evening of 
dance with music from “The Verdict” held at Maxwell’s 
on Elgin Street in Ottawa. We raised $1,034.00. 

Our annual brunch held at The Centurion in Nepean was 
once again well attended and resulted in unprecedented 
proceeds of $12,147.00. 

Thanks to all who supported these important  
fundraising events. 

10TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

Notice our updated logo which highlights our 10 years  
of project building. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
FUNDRAISING EVENTS IN 2013: 

Apr 23: Fashion Show at Shepherd’s, TrainYard 
Location, Ottawa  6:00–9:00 pm 

June: Night at the Races 

July: Annual BBQ at 174 Colonnade, Nepean 

September: Rock and Roll Dance with The Verdict, 
Ottawa 

Oct 20: 10th Anniversary Brunch at The Centurion 
Conference Center, Ottawa 11:30 am 

We begin our visits to schools in the Ottawa area. So 
far we have 25 schools signed up to fundraise for us, 
with several more anticipated. 

We hope to see many of our readers join our 
fundraising efforts by attending our events and/or 
making a donation. 

Planned Anniversary Events in Kumbo:  
10th Anniversary Celebrations between April and  
October with the grand finale on November 9. 

 

 

The OK Clean Water Project Brunch Committee in Ottawa 


